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Summary

Ruben Safrastyan, Mustafa Kemal; The Fight Against the Republic of

Armenia in 1919-1921, Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS RA,
Yerevan, “Tir” Publishing House, 2019, 140 pages

Gevorg S. Khoudinyan

Although, over the past 100 years, the Soviet, post-Soviet, and Diaspora
Armenian historiography has repeatedly touched upon separate episodes of the life
and activities of Mustafa Kemal — the founder of the republican Turkey, including
the history of the irreconcilable struggle against Armenia in 1919-1921, for a
number of objective and subjective reasons no scientific view on that prominent
political and military figure has been formed within us. The reason is that in the
Soviet era we faced political barriers fed by the traditions of the Lenin-Ataturk
friendship, and in the post-Soviet years the reality of insufficient study of sources
and the lack of a certain concept of perception of historical-political processes in
us. Almost the same superficiality and one-sidedness has been observed among
Diaspora Armenian scholars, who have relied mainly on limited information about
Mustafa Kemal in western sources.

Since the restoration of independence of Armenia, our historiography in assessing
the life and activities of Mustafa Kemal should not continue to be guided by
reconciliatory characterizations of the Soviet era, or merely a damnatory’s
propagandistic mental pattern based on moral principles. In the process of building
our own independent statehood, the scientific study of Turkey’s rich state-political
traditions becomes paramount, leaving aside the starting points of worldviews on
reconciliation and moral condemnation stemming from their concealed belief of the
impossibility of achieving and surpassing them. Today we need to know, recognize,
and understand the great and small secrets of our adversary’s successes over the last
two centuries, so that tomorrow we can find the tools to counter them. On the
basement of all this first of all lies the scientific task of comprehensive study of the
life and activities of politician and statesman Kemal Ataturk.

In this regard prof. Ruben Safrastyan’s brochure entitled “Mustafa Kemal. The
Fight Against the Republic of Armenia in 1919-1921” though not of a large volume,
however is quite full of extensive questions and statements of issues and is in fact the
first bold attempt. The author has succeeded in finding a clear inheritance link
between the Young Turks responsible for the Armenian Genocide and the new
Turkish leader who appeared in the political stage concealing their crime after the



Armistice of Mudros. This has revealed one of the most essential principles of -
Turkey’s state policy to distinguish itself from the crimes committed by previous L
administrations and those already uncovered, but at the same time continuing to act
with new methods under new conditions.

Therefore we think that in just a few months Mustafa Kemal’s conversion from
the word “fazahat” condemning the Armenian Genocide to the genocidal vocabulary
of the Young Turks on the eve of the 1920 autumn attack on the Republic of
Armenia was not an expression of ordinary hypocrisy, as the author claims, but a

aNuluNuUNH33NFLL

shift in the toolkit of permanent expansionism characteristic of Turkish state
policy. In the political statements of the past and present state officials of Turkey it is
pointless to seek political principles with their western understanding; the latter have
served and serve as instruments appropriate to this particular milestone of
expansionism. In this context, criticism does not stand up to the assessment of the
Turkish National Covenant carried out by Soviet scholars at the time as an attempt to
cross the broad borders of the Ottoman Empire to the narrow boundaries of national
statehood. The nation-state model adopted by Mustafa Kemal was, in fact, an attempt
to modernize traditional forms and methods of Turkish expansionism, at the first
destination of which its kernel was formed, with the unification of Anatolia and
Western Armenia, but at the same time they mined the next zones of expansion
outlined around it towards Syria, Cyprus, Thrace, Iranian Atrpatakan (Iranian
Azerbaijan), Eastern Armenia and Western and Southern Georgia.

In this context, the author was able to reveal the secret instruction of Foreign
Minister Mukhtar Bey on November 8, 1920 to the Commander of the Turkish Army
Kéazim Karabekir on the “elimination” of the Republic of Armenia, which was one of
the tangible manifestations of this process. The gradual demolition of Armenia
inwardly and putting into game the existing Turkic ethnic enclaves for the
purpose of its occupation had already been successfully completed in Kars
and Nakhijevan, but had failed in Zangibassar and Vedi. In the Soviet period
too, Turkey adopted a similar policy towards Armenia, which continued until
the Karabakh movement. It is no coincidence, therefore, that they were not as
angry in Baku about the departure of Azerbaijanis from Armenia as they were
in Ankara. This policy continues today, with Turkey’s prompting to
Azerbaijan concerning the latter’s manifested pretensions towards Zangezur,
“Gokee” and even “Irevan”.

Jdbd hwdwhuyywlwt hwtnbu, dU (dE) qpuph, phy 4 (68), hnlpupGdpbp-nGlppEdpkp, 2019

267



268

Pesrome

Py6en Cagpacrsan. Mycradga Kemanb: 00ops0a nporus Pecnydoauku
Apmenus B 1919-1921 rr., Uucruryr BocrokoBenennst HAH PA.
EpeBan, «Tup», 2019. — 140 c.

I'esopr C. XyauusH

Xots 3a mpomeamtie 100 et coBeTcKas, TOCTCOBETCKAs M 3apyOeKHAsI apMSHCKAs
ucroprorpadusi MHOTOKPAaTHO oOpaliajiack K OTAEIbHBIM BIU30/1aM KU3HH U Jesi-
TENFHOCTH OCHOBarels pecnyonukanckoil Typriwm Mycrader Kemans, B Tom ducie x
UCTOPUH €ro HempUMHUpHMOW OOpbObI MpoTHB PecnyOnmku ApmeHUs, HO TO psiy
OOBEKTUBHBIX M CYOBEKTUBHBIX MPUYMH Y HAC TaK U He 00pa3oBajoch ONpPEIEICHHOE
HAYYHOE BO33pEHHE 00 3TOM BHIAHOM HOIUTHIECKOM M BOGHHOM Jesrerne. J{emo B Tom,
YTO B COBETCKHMH TMEPUOA MBI CTATKUBAIUCH C TTOJUTHYESCKHMH 3alPETaMU, BCKOPM-
JICHHBIMH TPAIUIUSIMU APYKObl JIEHMH-ATaTIOPK, a B TMIOCTCOBETCKHE TOABI — C He-
YIOBJICTBOPHUTENIFHOW HM3YYEHHOCTHIO MCTOYHMKOB, a Takke C (PAaKTOM OTCYTCTBHS
OIpeIeNICHHOM KOHLENLUH BOCIIPUSTHSI HCTOPUKO-TIONUTHYECKUX TpoueccoB. [louru
Ta e IOBEPXHOCTHOCTh 1 OTHOCTOPOHHOCTD 3aMETHA M CPEITN apMSHCKHX MCCIIEI0Ba-
TEJEeH B AUACTIOpE.

[locite BoccTaHOBIIEHHS HE3aBUCHMOCTH ApMEHHMH Hallla UCTOpHOrpadus B BOII-
poce OLEHKH >KM3HHU U JestensHocTH Myctader Kemans He momkHa pyKOBOICTBO-
BaThCS XaPaKTEPUCTHKAMH COBETCKUX BPEMEH WM IPOIAraHANCTCKUM CTEPEOTHIIOM
TIOPHILIAHHUS1, OCHOBBIBAIOIIETOCS JIUIITH HA MOPAJIbHBIX MPUHIMTAX. B mporiecce cTpon-
TeJbCTBAa COOCTBEHHOIN HE3aBUCHMOM I'OCYIIApCTBEHHOCTH CTAaHOBHTCS MEPBOCTEIICH-
HBIM Hay4yHOE HCCleJoBaHHe OOraThIX TIOCYIapCTBEHHO-TIOJIMTHUECKUX TPaaULINii
Typrwmy, OTIOXHB B CTOPOHY MHPOBO33PEHUECKUE OCHOBBI COBETCKOTO MPUMHPEH-
4ecTBa U MOpajibHOro nopuuanus. CerogHs Mbl JOJDKHBI 3HATh, TO3HATh U MOHSTH
OOJIBIIINE U MaTIEHHKHE CEKPETHI YCIIEXOB, JJOCTUTHYTHIX HAIIMM IIPOTHBHUKOM 32 IT0C-
JISTHUE /IBA BEKa, YTOOBI 3aBTPa CyMETh HAWTH MHCTPYMEHTBI TPOTUBOICHCTBUS UM. A
B OCHOBE BCETO 3TOTO JISKHUT B IIEPBYIO Ouepeb HaydHas 3a/a4a BCECTOPOHHETO UC-
CIIEJIOBAHUSI )KU3HU W JICSITEIBHOCTH TTOJIMTHYECKOT0, BOGHHOTO M TOCYIapCTBEHHOTO
nesirenst Kemans Atatiopka.

B sToM oTHOWmEHMYM HeGOJIBLIAA IO OOBEMY, HO OXBAaThIBAIOWIASA M ITOAHUMAIO-
mas JOBOJBHO eMKHe Bompockl kuura mpog. P. Cadpactana «Mycrada Kemans:
6oprda mpotuB PecrryOmukn Apmenust B 1919-1921 1r.» dakTrdecku sBISIETCS Tep-
BOW TOMBITKOM. ABTOPY yAanoch HaWTH YETKYIO MPEEMCTBEHHYIO CBSI3b MEXIY Mila-
JOTYpKaMH, OTBETCTBEHHBIMH 32 OCYIIECTBIICHNE | eHOInIa apMsiH, ¥ PYKOBOJIUTEIEM
HOBOM Typlivu, BbIIE/INIEM Ha MOJUTHYECKYIO apeHy mociie MyJIpoccKoro nepemMu-



UL 711 COKPBITHS MX MIPECTYIUIEHHS. DTUM ObUT BBISIBIICH OJMH M3 BKHEHUIITNX MTPUH-
LUIIOB T'OCYIAPCTBEHHONW MONUTUKM TypLuH: B CBOEM IOBEICHHU OTMEXKEBATHCSA OT
COBEPILICHHBIX MPEABIAYIIMMHI PEXUMAMH U Y>K€ PACKPBITHIX NPECTYIUICHUH, HO IO-
CJIEI0BATENBHO MPOJOIKATh UX HOBBIMU METOJIaMU B HOBBIX YCJIOBHSAX.

[ToaToMy MBI gymMaeM, 4TO «HEOXUAAHBIN» mepexon Mycradsl Kemans ot ocyx-
natorrero ['enonmy apmsH cioBa «fazatahy) K reHOIMAHOMY JICKCHKOHY MIIaIOTYPOK,
OCYILIECTBIICHHBIH B MpeAABEpUH oceHHero HacTymieHus 1920 r. na Pecnybnuky Ap-
MEHUs1, ObUI HE BBIPAKEHHEM OOBIYHOTO TYPELKOTO JIMLEMEpHs, KaK YTBEP)KIAcT aB-
TOp, @ CMEHOW MHCTPYMEHTapHs MEpMaHEHTHOTO SKCIIAHCHOHM3Ma, MPHCYIIEro Io-
cymapctBeHHOH nmonuTrke Typuud. [IoToMy YTO B NOJMTHYECKUX 3asBICHUSX TOCY-
JapCTBEHHBIX My»ell TypLyy NPOIUIOro M HACTOSIIEr0 OECCMBICIICHHO HCKATh MOJH-
TUUYECKHE TPUHLMIBI B MX 3alaHOM MOHUMAaHWH: OHU CIYXXWIH U CIIyXaT UHCTPY-
MEHTaMH SKCIIAHCHOHU3MA, COOTBETCTBYIOLMMH JaHHOMY 3Tary. B 3ToM KOHTEKcTe
HE BBIICPKHMBACT KPUTHKU oreHka HarmonaneHoro obera Typrwmu, naHHas B CBOE
BpeMsI COBETCKMMH HCCIIEA0BATEIAMH, KaK IOIBITKH IEepexoa OT IIUPOKUX TPAHML]
OCMaHCKOM MMIIEpUH K Y3KAM paMKaM HaIlMOHAILHON TOCyIapCTBEHHOCTH. Mol
HaLMK-TOCYAApCTBa, KOTOPOH (opMaibHO mpuaepkuBaics Mycrada Kemanp, Ha ca-
MOM JIeJie SIBJIUIACH HOIBITKOW MOJICPHU3ALUM TPAIUIMOHHBIX (JOPM U METOJOB Ty-
PELIKOTO IKCHAHCHOHM3MA, Ha TIEPBOM dTarie KOTOPOro (POPMHUPOBAIOCH €r0 SAPO
COBMEILEHHEM AHATONMK U 3anazHoil ApMEHHH, HO OIHOBPEMEHHO MHHHPOBAIHCH
O4EPUMBAOLINECS BOKPYI HETO CIEAYIOIINE II0JI0CHl pacliupeHus B cropoHy Cupuu,
Kunpa, ®pakun, HMpanckoro AszepOaiimkana, BoctouHoit Apmenun, 3amagHoil U
IOxxnoii ['py3un.

B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE aBTOp CyMmen OOHapyKHUTh U OLEHUTh TAHYIO TUPEKTHUBY MH-
HHUCTpa MHOCTPAaHHBIX Aen HoBoW Typumm Myxrtap-6est ot 8 Hos0psa 1920 r. 0 «IHK-
BHIam» PecrryOnvku ApMeHus, aijpeCcOBaHHYI0 KOMaHIYIOMEMY TypPEIKOH apMUCH
Ksizeimy Kapabexupy, uto 66U10 OgHHM M3 (PaKTHYECKHX MPOSBICHUH AAHHOTO MPO-
necca. Ilotomy uTo pasbIrpeiBaHue TIOPKCKMX 3THUYECKUX aHKIJIABOB C LIEJIBIO TTOCTE-
TIEHHOTO Pa3JIoXKEHUs] APMEHHIO M3HYTpPH, a IIOTOM €€ 3axXBara JI0 3TOr0 yBEHYAJIOCh
ycnexoM B Kapcckoii oonactu n HaxumkeBane, HO oTepriesio Kpax B 3anrudacape u
Benu. B coBerckoe Bpemsa Typius Bena B OTHOIIEHMH APMEHHUH OJHOTHUITHYIO TIOJH-
THKY, YTO TPOAOJDKUIOCH BIUIOTh 10 Kapabaxckoro nBikenus. HecnmydaifHo, 9To B
baky Opun He Tak pasrHeBaHbl (JaKTOM yXoJa a3epOailDKaHLEB U3 APMEHHUH, KaK B
Ankape. CeronHs Takasi HOJIUTHKA IIPOIOJDKAETCS B (POpME MIPUTA3aHUM CO CTOPOHEI
AsepOaiimxana ¢ monckasku TypLuM, Kacalomuxcs 3aHresypa, «lekum» u make
«peBanay.
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