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Summary
“COLLECTION OF LETTERS” OF NIKOL DUMAN

Gevorg S. Khoudinyan
Doctor of Sciences in History
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Atrpatakan, Khanasor Expedition, Yerevan province,
disaster of Nakhijevan, central committee of Mrgastan,
circular, guideline, experience.

At the beginning of the current year, a collection of documents summarizing
the letters and writings of the most prominent representative of the ARF
Dashnaktsutyun’s first generation, Armenian famous hajduk leader Nikol Duman,
was published in the “Vem series” edited and annotated by Yervand Pambukyan.

It includes Nikol Duman’s letters, his booklet entitled “Project of People’s
Self-Defense” and small but valuable writings, photographs and other relics.

The documents included in this collection, which summarize the rich
chronicle of the ARF Dashnaktsutyun’s military-revolutionary activity, not only
have a narrow sourceological value, but also open a wide field of learning the
experience and skills of the past for the current generation concerned with the
defense of the Homeland.

The most interesting part of the reviewed collection is the letters and military
instructions written by Duman from Yerevan during the bloody Armenian-Tatar
battles in Transcaucasia during the years of the First Russian Revolution of 1905-
1907.

His activities in Yerevan in 1905 are taken as important by the fact that
Duman was able to make a breakthrough in the extremely dangerous situation in
the entire province of Yerevan after the brutal massacre of the Armenians of
Nakhichevan. And if it were not for the extraordinary steps taken by Nikol Duman,
a considerable part of the Armenians of the Ararat Valley would also have met the
fate of Nakhijevan. Duman’s letters in those days show that he was able to properly
analyze the causes of the Nakhijevan disaster and, through skillful steps, build a
system of self-defense that allowed him to neutralize the quantitative and, in some
parts, qualitative advantages of the enemy in much of the Ararat Valley.

The unique legacy left by the indomitable commander from Artsakh in the
field of organizing ARF combat groups, which is a specific insight of the military-
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political content of the Armenian liberation war of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, from a distance of a millennium is presented to us as a timeless and
lasting experience whose necessity is felt again by the new generation of defenders
of the Homeland, who are really concerned about having a national army.

Pesrome
«CBOPHMUK IITMCEM» HUKOJIA ITYMAHA

I'eBopk C. XynunsH
Loxmop ucm. nHayx

KanroueBnle ciioBa - Huxon [[yman, AP® [lamuakiyTioH, Opu-
BaHbCKasi TyOepHus, HaxumkeBanbckas karactpoda, LleHTpanbHbIi
KoMuTeT MpracraHa, TUpKYJIIpHOE MUCEMO, PYKOBOJICTBO, OIIBIT.

B nagane sroro roga «Kumxknas cepus Bam» omybnukoBaia cOOpHUK IOKY-
MEHTOB COJCpXAIIUX MUChMa U 3aIUCKU CAMOT0 SPKOTrO MPEACTaBUTEINS MEPBOTO
nokonenust boeBoit opranmzamun AP® JlamHakIyTIOH, BBLAAIOIIETOCS Ipea-
BOAMTEIS apMsSHCKHX raiinykoB Hukona [ymana (Huxonaii Tep OBaHHUCSH), O
penaknuei u ¢ kommeHTapusimu EpBanna [lamoyksna (beiipyT).

Coopamk mpencraBiuser muchkMa Hwukoma Jlymana, ero KHIKKY «IIpoekt
HapoJHOH CcaMOOOOpOHB» W HEOOINbIIKME, HO IEHHBIE 3amucku, (ortorpadum u
JIpYTUE PEIUKBUH.

Bomeamme B cOOpPHHK TOKYMEHTHI, TOJBITOXHUBAIOIINE OOTaTylo0 JIETOMHUCH
00EBOI-PEBOIOIMOHHOM JesaTenbHOoCTH AP® JlamHakilyTFOH, UMEIOT HE TOJBKO
cyry00 WMCTOYHHKOBEIYECKOE 3HAYEHHE, HO W CO3/IAAl0T ITUPOKHE BO3MOKHOCTH
JUISL CETOJHSALITHETO TIOKOJICHHS 3allIUTHUKOB POJIMHEI 110 0CBOSHHIO OOEBOTO OIBITA
1 HAaBBIKOB IMIPOLLIOLO.

B penensupyemom cOopHUKe HanOoJiee MHTEPECHBI MUChbMA M BOCHHBIE MPH-
ka3pl, HanucanHele Hukon Jlymanom u3 EpeBana B mepuoa NpPOUCXOASAIIMX B
3akaBkasbe B Tofsl [lepBoit pycckoit peBomonuu 1905-1907 rr. KpoBaBBEIX apMsi-
HO-TaTapCKUX CTOJIKHOBEHUH.

PazBepnytas B 1905 r. nesrensHocTh Jymana B EpeBaHe BakHa TeM, 4TO OH
CMOT BHECTH IIEpPEJIOM B CO3MABIICICS KpaiiHEe OIACHON CHUTyaIliu BO BCE Dpu-
BaHBCKOU T'yOepHUU TOCIIE KECTOKOW pe3Hu apMsiH B Haxwmkesane. U, ecnu He
ype3BblUaiiHble Mephl JlymMaHa, CyLIECTBEHHAs 4acTh apMsH ApapaTcKOil JOJIUHBI
yaoctounack Obl yuactn HaxumkeBana. [Tucbma, HanucaHHble B 3TH aHU [J[yma-
HOM, ITOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO OH MPAaBHIBHO IMPOAHAIM3HPOBAN MPUYHHBI KaTacTpOdbl



apMsiH HaxukeBana ¥ ¢ TOMOIIBIO MPOAYMaHHBIX MIAroB C(OPMYJINPOBAI TaKYIO
CTPYKTYpy €aMOOOOPOHBI, KOTOpasi IO3BOJIMJIA HEUTPaIu30BaTh KOJIMYECTBEH-
HBIHE, @ BO HEKOTOPBIX y4YacTKax TaK)K€ KaueCTBEHHBbIC IPEHMYILECTBA IPOTUB-
HUKa B CYILLIECTBEHHOM yacTH ApapaTCKOi JOIMHEIL.

B cdepe opranmzanum 6oesbix rpynn AP® JlamHakiry TFOH, HACJIEICTBO, OCTaB-
JICHHOE HEMOKOJICOMMBIM apIaxCKUM BOCHAYaIbHUKOM, COBEPILIEHHO OpUTH-
HayibHO. OHO sIBJsIETCSl KaK Obl BHYTPEHHUM B3IJISIOM Ha BOCHHO-TIOJIMTUYECKOE
colepyKaHNe apMSHCKOTO OCBOOOIUTEIIBHOTO ABIKEHUS KoHIAa XIX - Hagama XX
BB., KOTOPBII C NOMOIIBIO PETPOCIIEKTUBHOTO B3TJISAA MPEACTABIIAECTCS HaM Kak
BBIKPUCTAJUIM30BAHHBIH B TEUCHHE BPEMEHHM LEHHBI ONBIT s 3alIUTHUKOB
PoanHbI HOBOTO MTOKOJICHUS 110 CO3JaHHUIO HCTUHHO HAIIHOHAIBHOM apMHH.
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