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Richard G. Hovannisian, Armenian treasure, the greatest historian of the
Caucasus, one of the most prominent icons of the modern period, a
monumental figure in the field of Armenian Studies, a prolific author and
editor, a guiding light for future generations, preeminent historian and scholar, a
trailblazer who elevated the Armenian Cause to new heights, a titan in the field of
Armenian Studies—an academic discipline that he shaped with his groundbreaking
scholarship and professionalism, a great mentor who inspired and demanded and
educated multiple generations of scholars who followed his footsteps....

These and still many more were the accolades inundating social media,
mourning the loss of the man who had just relinquished life, leaving behind a
monumental legacy in the field of Armenian Studies. And none of these words
were exaggerations but in fact a roadmap or even a challenge for me to try to
accomplish the impossible task to construe and present, within the limits of this
journal article, the life and work of someone who had been my mentor, my role
model, my inspiration, my colleague, my friend. I will do my best, holding in my
heart the pride of having been a part of a minuscule portion of his activities, and
cherishing the honor of having been trusted to write this article for Vem, a
reputable academic journal in Armenia.
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A glance into a previous work to see the early formation of
Richard’s character and outlook on life'

Richard was born in Tulare, California, a small town more peaceful than
nearby Fresno,” with less internal skirmishes among followers of opposing
Armenian political parties, and more importantly, with less discrimination and
prejudice and more tolerance on the part of the local Americans toward the
Armenian newcomers. His father, Kaspar Gavroian, son of Hovhalnnes,3 registered
as Kaspar Hovannisian upon entering the USA at Ellis Island in 1920. He was
twenty years old at the time and had spent five turbulent years on his own as the
sole surviving member of his family. Kaspar had come to join the small community
of Armenians in Tulare, mostly refugees from the Kharpert region like himself. For
these wretched people driven out of their beloved village of Bazmashen
(Pazmashen) Tulare was very much like home. Kaspar brought his village along
with him to impose upon the family he formed in Tulare, as well as the iron fist
that had used a rifle against the Turks at Garin (or Karin, today’s Erzerum) with
Andranik’s (Antranig) troop, to rule over his four sons. Kaspar married Siroon
Nalbandian, a seventeen-year-old high school student, apparently against her will,
but just right for Kaspar, because she was coming from a Kharbertsi family and
sympathizers of ARF (Dashnaktsutiun). Siroon or Sarah—an Americanized name
she preferred to use—had emigrated to the U.S. at the age of three with her parents
before the Genocide. Growing up in the U.S., she had fully adopted the American
ways that were incompatible with her husband’s views. But she had also learned
how to get around them and still be an obedient wife.

The image of Richard Hovannisian as a second-generation survivor of the
Armenian Genocide, his difficult journey, his effort to distance himself from his
father and his strict upbringing and gain the open space of America and the

1 I have relied on my earlier work, The Armenian Genocide in Literature, The Second Generation
Responds (Yerevan: The Armenian Genocide Museum Institute, 2015. See, pp. 47-50), to
demonstrates the early formation of Richard Hovannisian’s character and outlook on life, which I
believe will help to understand the steps he took later and the trajectory of the life and career he
chose. The excerpt includes additional information acquired later.

In my study of inter-generational impact of the Genocide, Richard is regarded as one example
among other second-generation survivors, whose responses to their parents’ past trauma is
remarkably multi-faceted.

2 Indeed, Armenians in Fresno suffered a great deal of discrimination and restrictions on
landholding, employment, and membership in social clubs. They were even called “Fresno
Indians.” Many Armenians changed their last name to sound more American or left the city to
escape the humiliation.

3 As fate would have it, Hovhannes had come to the U.S. before WWI, lived a few years in Tulare
and gone back to his birthplace only to be drafted in the Turkish army and killed during the War.
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multiple opportunities available to an aspiring young man, comes across clearly in
Garin Hovannisian’s narrative, Family of Shadows.*

Richard was Kaspar’s third son. Unlike his older brothers, Richard did not fit
the macho mold his father had created for his sons. “That son of a gun,” Kaspar
would say. “He’ll never amount to anything” (GKH, 54). Richard could not
understand his father, “an angry man, a man consumed by a ferocious,
unpredictable temper” (GKH, 53), who expressed a “violent resentment of his
youngest son’s inadequacy.” This man, so happy and relaxed in the company of
Armenian friends, would turn his rage on his son, “a belt [would] appear in his
hands, and manic shouts of ‘Richard! Richard! Richard!” would echo in the house”
(GKH, 51).

Richard could not imagine the source of his father’s temper and intolerance
toward his own son. How could he have known that such behavior is typical in a
survivor of the Genocide, scapegoating someone in the family to pour out,
sometimes violently, his longings and his frustration, his futile attempt to cast off
the shadow of unhealed trauma? His father never talked about his ordeal during
those trying years. And then there were his father’s frightening cries in the middle
of the night, “dwy, duyphy, yuy” (Oh, Mother, oh!). “The fearless, defiant man
whom night and memory had returned to his childhood, to the banks of the bloody
Euphrates” (GKH, 55), was helplessly reliving the past. How could Richard have
known that this too is typical of a survivor of the Genocide? His father never talked
about how a Kurd had snatched him from his mother’s embrace (GKH, 12). It was
only a few months before Kaspar Hovannisian died in October 1970 that he
allowed Richard to record the story of his ordeal. “He spoke about his mother,
Heghnar, his brother, Gabriel. He spoke generously, emotionally, plainly. He
remembered everything in fresh detail: the stroke of the sun and the scent of the
mountain flower. It was as if a part of him had stayed behind in 1915, stayed with
his mother and brother, stayed to die with his people” (GKH, 92).

But when Richard was still at a young and tender age, all he knew was that,
despite his awe and respect for his father, he resented his manner. He felt alienated
and he longed to escape, and escape he finally did after he graduated from high
school. Rebellion was Richard’s response to the predicament of living under his
father’s authority. From an early age he had been fascinated by international

4 Garin K. Hovannisian (GKH), Family of Shadows: A Century of Murder, Memory, and the
Armenian American Dream (New York: Harper Collins, 2010). Phrases in quotation marks
followed by Garin Hovannisian’s initials and page numbers in parenthesis refer to this publication.

Interestingly, it took a member of the fourth generation, Kaspar’s great-grandson, Garin—named
after the city where Kaspar had joined Andranik’s troop and taken up arms to fight the Turks in
1917—to undertake the research and pen the history of this extraordinary family some forty years
after Kaspar’s death.
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ideologies, and the liberal atmosphere of Berkeley and San Francisco was where he
could pursue his freedom, his American dream. Looking back into his early years
in Tulare, he considers himself “a tangential Armenian” (note # 17),” “not
enthusiastic about things Armenian” (note # 18). But curiously, what his strictly
Armenian home and his very Armenian father had failed accomplish in him, his
future wife, Vartiter Kotcholosian’s encouragement to strengthen his Armenian
identity (note #21)], his participation in the San Francisco Armenian Youth
Federation (AYF), his sojourn in Beirut, the influence and aura of Simon Vratsian
[Vratzian],® classes in the Armenian language at the Jemaran,’ endless hours of
reading in the Armenian classics at the library of the American University of Beirut
did, as did all the hard work to quench his “obsession to be able to read and write
Armenian for future academic work and involvement” (note #30). “Richard’s
Armenian identity had been activated” (GKH, 78), and his first major
accomplishment was to read Vratsian’s Hayastani Hanrapetutiun in four months
(note # 32). By then, his father’s attitude had changed. He was proud of his son and
his “high class” Armenian compared to the Kharpertsi dialect spoken in Tulare
(note # 39). It was thrilling for him to see Richard’s “multi-part series in Armenian

> A few months before his passing, Richard Hovannisian emailed me a 79-page document titled
“RGH—ABRIDGED NOTES” consisting of 95 notes, succinct but detailed description of various
stages of his life and activities from Tulare to Fresno, San Francisco, Beirut, Los Angeles, as well
as many sojourns in cities all over United States and Europe for Armenian Youth Federation (AYF)
conventions, university and public lectures, and conferences, meetings of organizations, in whose
leadership he was always a prominent figure, such as the Armenian Assembly (later Armenian
Assembly of America), Armenian National Institute, the Society for Armenian Studies, National
Association of Armenian Studies, International Alert (an international organization with the goal of
drawing attention to the warning signs of genocide), and many more. He had remarkable
recollections from his early childhood, covering his adventures and endeavors, community activities
with encyclopedic details of Armenian community life—social, cultural, and political—with the
names of the major players in each field in America. The last note imparts the loss of Vartiter, his
lifetime partner and beloved wife, a tremendous loss from which he never recovered.

The notes sometimes read as a travelog, other times they present the political analysis of the
specific time and place he is in. In still other instances they read like the history of a specific place
or community. The notes are followed by 6 Appendixes: one is a list of countries he visited, more
than 80, many of them more than once and mostly accompanied by Vartiter. In the next
Appendixes, Hovannisian lists his university lectures, academic positions held, awards and honors
received, and finally a complete bibliography of his publications.

6 Simon Vratsian was the principal of Nshan Palandjian Jemaran in Beirut where Richard
Hovannisian spent a year learning Armenian. During that period, Richard bonded with Vratsian,
who had served as the last Prime Minister of independent Armenia before its Sovietization. As a
symbol of the Armenian struggle for independence, Vratsian played a decisive role in Richard’s
future academic endeavors.

7 Jemaran (Stiwpwi), literally meaning “walking place,” is the Armenian word, the equivalent of
“academy” or “lyceum” used for ancient educational institutions. It refers to the Armenian college
in Beirut (the word college is used with its French not American sense of the word), founded by
Hamazkayin Armenian Cultural and Educational Society in 1930. It was renamed “Nshan
Palandjian” in later years.
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titled “Tebi Nshan Palandjian Jemaran’ (Toward the Nshan Palandjian Jemaran)”
published in late 1956 and early 1957 in Asbharez newspaper (note # 39).

And now to follow his course in academia and advocacy

In 1960 he was invited by the UCLA Near Eastern Center to teach two extension
courses on Armenian culture and language at the Fresno State College campus.
That was his first introduction into teaching in academia which he characterizes as
“something like a one-eyed person leading the blind” (note # 47). In 1962 he began
his lectureship at the Near Eastern Center at UCLA while Vartiter was still
spending her residency in Fresno.® A year later the family, with already two
children, Raffi and Armen, born in Fresno, were permanently settled in Los
Angeles. Richard Hovannisian was teaching at UCLA and Dr. Vartiter
Kotcholozian Hovannisian was a medical doctor at Keizer-Permanente. Ani and
Garo were born in Los Angeles.

With a full teaching schedule and public speaking engagements, Richard
pursued his goal to receive a Ph.D., which he realized in 1966 in Near Eastern and
Russian History, with an unofficial (because there was no Armenian program at
that time) specialization in Armenian History. His dissertation was published in
1967, titled Armenia on the Road to Independence (364 pp.) with three more
reprints afterwards.

The year 1967 coincided with the groundbreaking ceremony of the
Armenian Genocide monument atop Bicknell Park in Montebello, California—the
first in the U.S.—in whose realization Hovannisian had a significant input and
involvement, especially in testifying against Turkish vocal protests, threats, and
heavy lobbying with the local authorities. The grand opening of the monument
took place in April 1968, with Richard Hovannisian as the master of ceremonies.’

Meanwhile, his excellence in teaching and positive student reviews gained
him the favor of Gustave von Grunebaum, the director of the Near Eastern Center'’
and secured him a permanent tenure-track position in the History Department in
1969.

8 They had married on March 2, 1957 in Fresno when he was teaching at Oakland High School and
pursuing his M.A. at UC Berkeley.

9 The Montebello city council had finally agreed to give permission, provided that the wording on the
plaque did not name the perpetrators. The wording was quietly changed in later years to read, “THIS
MONUMENT ERECTED BY AMERICANS OF ARMENIAN DESCENT, IS DEDICATED TO THE 1,500,000
ARMENIAN VICTIMS OF THE GENOCIDE PERPETRATED BY THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT, 1915-1921, AND
TO MEN OF ALL NATIONS WHO HAVE FALLEN VICTIM TO CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY” (note #54).

10 After Gustave von Grunebaum’s passing the center was named in his honor as the UCLA von
Grunebaum Center.
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But he had an unfinished project at hand. Armenia on the Road to
Independence was only a prelude to the realization of his dream to cover in detail
the two-and-a-half years of Armenian independence, to give a second life to his
idolized Hayastani Hanrapetutiun embellished with tenets and principles of
Western historiography as well as extensive archival research. As he mentions it in
the first volume of The Republic of Armenia, he already knew; he could clearly see
that “the historical moment was unpropitious for enduring Armenian freedom ....
The fact that neither Nationalist Turkey nor Soviet Russia could countenance an
independent Armenia on former Ottoman and Romanov territories, that the Allied
Powers and the United States failed to effectuate their plans and pledges, and that
the Armenians alone were too few and too weak to defend their country led to the
collapse of the Republic of Armenia.” But as a learned historian, he knew that he
must “transcend sentiment in order to evaluate and set forth the complicated, often
contradictory circumstances that rendered independence ephemeral.”"!

And the couple, Richard and Vartiter, began their search in various
governmental archives and Armenian and non-Armenian repositories of
documents, newspapers, letters, and reports, scanning thousands of pages of
microfilm for Richard reading them with an old microfilm reader at UCLA. The
collected material was overwhelming, impossible to house in one single volume as
he intended, with more than 3000 type-written pages for each chapter which was
eventually condensed and organized in one volume each.

The painstaking long hours of diligent work, always having Vartiter as his
assistant, his copy editor and advisor, finally paid off. The Republic of Armenia,
vol. I was published in 1971 (547pp.), covering the first year 1918-1919, followed
by three reprints; The Republic of Armenia, vol. 11, 1982 (603pp.), from Versailles
to London 1919-1920, and one reprint; The Republic of Armenia, vol. 1II, 1996
(531 pp.), covering the period from London to Sévres, February-August 1920; The
Republic of Armenia, vol. IV, 1996 (496 pp.), subtitled, Between Crescent and
Sickle: Partition and Sovietization. That was the end of Armenian independence,
the end of the road for Richard Hovannisian, who nevertheless did not lose hope in
the future of Armenia. As an epigraph to the monument he had erected, he wrote in

(13

the last page of the last volume, “... someday liberty and sovereignty will be
restored, this time in a more resourceful, formidable, and fortunate Republic of

Armenia.”!?

11 Richard G. Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia, Volume 1, The First Year 191§-
1919 (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1971), p. xi.

12 Richard G. Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia, Volume 1V, Between Crescent and Sickle:
Partition and Sovietization (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1996),
p. 408.
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These four volumes were later translated into Armenian (4 volumes, 2014-
2016), Russian, and Farsi.

In effect, the detailed history of the independent Republic of Armenia was
published with the archives of Soviet Armenia still under lock and Soviet Armenian
historiography still denouncing the 1918-1920 period, “the dashnak Armenia,” and
those in the Diaspora who wrote on that subject. However, Hovannisian remembers
meeting sympathetic historians during his visit to Soviet Armenia, who encouraged
him in secrecy and appreciated his monumental work. He remembers Ashot
Harutunyan, the director of the State Historical Archives of Armenia who took him
“deep into the archives to show me all the drawers that contained numerous files that
had been preserved from the first Republic, although he knew he could not make
them available to me and I knew I could not ask” (note # 61)."* It may have been in
reaction to the rigid Soviet stance and national reawakening in Soviet Armenia that
in 1990 Professor Richard Hovannisian was elected to the Armenian Academy of
Sciences, as the first diasporan social scientist.

Prof. Hovannisian’s next major accomplishment was the publication of two
volumes of Armenian history in the English language, the entire hard work starting
from the initiation of the project. I remember in my time, as a graduate student at
UCLA, there were no suitable textbooks for his history courses. With the help of his
family members and at his own expense, he would compile a very large file (reader)
of selected chapters from different publications in the English language for each
period of Armenian history—ancient, medieval, and modern— that he taught over
three quarters (UCLA academic term). The selections were then copied, collated, and
distributed to students on the first day of each quarter. As a fundamental solution, he
invited experts of each period and each subject to contribute to the preparation of a
book, comprehensible and coherent in style and continuity, following the list of
materials and periodization he devised, to work as a university textbook. The two
volumes were published in 1997: The Armenian People from Ancient to Modern
Times: vol. I. The Dynastic Periods: From Antiquity to the Fourteenth Century (372
pp.) and The Armenian People from Ancient to Modern Times: vol. 1I: Foreign
Domination to Statehood: The Fifteenth Century to the Twentieth Century (493 pp.).
The history books are widely used as textbooks in universities and for general
reading and reference.

Richard Hovannisian was always deeply involved in Armenian community
life. He witnessed the dwindling of Genocide survivors and their stories going down

13 In the same note, Hovannisian also attests that after the collapse of Soviet Union and opening of
the archives, in his many trips to Armenia, he had had the chance to check out the pertaining files
and find that although they could add to the details, however “nothing fundamental was at odds
with what I had already written.”
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with them. Having secured a tenure-track position in the History Department, he was
able to initiate, as a first at UCLA, an oral history course in 1969 that involved first
procuring a list of survivors living all over California, as thorough as possible, a huge
undertaking. He taught the principles of this new discipline, the methods, the best
practices, and the contribution of these testimonies to the understanding of the
Genocide. and assigned students to conduct interviews.'* He insisted on beginning
the interviews with questions about life before the Genocide, the customs and
traditions, the feasts, the holidays, the amusements and pastimes, the day-to-day
activities, the meals, the games children played, the toys they played with, the
neighborhood, and more importantly, relations with Muslim neighbors. With this
information he intended to build the socio-cultural history of Armenians in towns and
villages in historic Armenia, where no Armenians lived anymore. But compelling the
interviewees to talk about these issues was most difficult. For them, these were trivial
matters they wanted to skip and jump to the main topic, their formidable experience
during the massacres and deportations. The students were to record the interviews,
mostly in Armenian and rarely in English, with audiotape recorder, fill out a special
form about basic information on the interviewee, write a summary of the interview
and submit the file to Prof. Hovannisian. Over the years more than one thousand
interviews were collected.

Richard Hovannisian later undertook the project of transcribing and digitizing
the audiotapes at UCLA. In 2018 he donated the entire collection to the USC Shoah
Foundation and supervised the digitization and indexing of the tapes kept in Visual
History Archive to be available to researchers and scholars all over the world.

Hovannisian never claimed to be a genocide scholar, but he did more than
many in the field. Initiating and leading the collection of Genocide survivor
testimonies is one. He organized conferences on historic cities and provinces in
Western Armenia, inviting scholars from around the world to present the history of
the place through time, social, cultural, economic life of Armenians, always
interrupted by foreign invasions, devastations followed by reawakening, rebuilding
Armenian life on the ruins, and then the final phase of the Armenian presence in
these places, the Genocide. Overall, there were 18 conferences starting with
Van/Vaspurakan in May 1997.'° Then followed the conferences dedicated to

14 1 took that course in 1981, and it was both difficult and painful. I conducted 15 long interviews
(each student was assigned 10) and lived with each one of my interviewees, day and night,
sometimes seeing nightmares with me as him or her caught in the turmoil of Turkish atrocities.

15 This was the most exciting conference I ever participated. The Turkish consul general had insisted
to have Turkish participation to present the Turkish point of view. It was rejected. Then he involved
the FBI and demanded high security because he had decided to attend. It was ironic that all the
participants and attendees had to have their bags checked and pass through metal detectors to enter
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Armenian life in the same format in Baghesh/Bitlis, Taron/Mush, Tsopk/Kharpert ,
Karin/Erzerum, Sebastia/Sivas, Lesser Armenia, Tigranakert/Diarbekir, Edessa/Urfa,
Cilicia, Pontus, The Trebizond-Black Sea Communities, Constantinople, Kars and
Ani, Smyma/lzmir, Kesaria/Kayseri and Cappadocia, Asia Minor, Northeastern
Mediterranean, Musa Dagh—Dort Yol—Kessab, Persia/Iran, Jerusalem, Indian Ocean.
Hovannisian collected, edited the articles, furnished proper maps and photographs, and
published with his own introduction and commentary. Overall 15 volumes were
published between 2000 and 2021, as follows: Armenian Van/Vaspurakan (2000,
308 pp.); Armenian Baghesh/Bitlis and Taron/Mush (2001, 235pp.); Armenian
Tsopk/Kharpert (2002, 469pp.); Armenian Karin/Erzerum (2003, 443pp,);
Armenian Sebastia/Sivas and Lesser Armenia (2004, 487pp.); Armenian
Tigranakert/Diarbekir and Edessa/Urfa (2006, 586pp.); Armenian Cilicia (2007,
625pp.); Armenian Pontus and the Black Sea Communities (2009, 453pp.);
Constantinople (2010, 494pp.); Armenian Kars and Ani (2011, 430pp.); Armenian
Smyrna/lzmir (2012, 301pp.); Armenian Kesaria/Kayseri (2013, 308pp.);
Armenian Communities of Asia Minor (2014, 324pp.); Armenian Communities of
the Northeastern Mediterranean: Musa Dagh-Dort Yol-Kessab (2016, 503pp.);
Armenian Communities of Persia/lran (2021, 649pp.).

Thanks to these conferences and ensuing publications, we have a detailed
chronicle of Armenian life in historic Armenia.

The year 1993 did not go unnoticed. It was the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the establishment of the Independent Republic of Armenia. Two volumes
of the momentous The Republic of Armenia were already published and well
received. The conference titled “The Republic of Armenia, 1918-1920: A
Seventy-Five Year Perspective” and the special issue of the Armenian Review
housing the proceedings maintained the impact and kept the momentum
going.

Conferences entertaining different aspects of the Armenian Genocide,
“Remembrance and Denial: The Case of the Armenian Genocide,” proceedings
published in 1998 (328pp.); “Looking Backward, Moving Forward: Confronting
the Armenian Genocide,” the proceedings published in 2003, (301pp.); “The
Armenian Genocide: Cultural and Ethical Legacies,” proceedings published in
2007 (450pp.); “Three Turkish Voices” (Muge Gocek, Taner Akcam, Elif Shafak);
“Armenian Oral History Collections in North America,” introduced new
scholarship in genocide studies and stimulated new research to expand and enrich

the auditorium. The consul general attended the conference but did not intervene. He left early and
silently.
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the field, like the uses of oral history testimonies for research and evidence, for the
media and arts.

I had the honor and the privilege of participating in several of these
conferences and my articles (expanded presentations) appeared in many of the
collections mentioned above.

One significant conference, one of the first to make the Armenian
Genocide a part of academic discussion and fight denialism was the 1982
international conference on the Holocaust and Genocides in Tel Aviv,
organized by Israel Charny and Shalmi Davidson (details in note # 72).'° That
was a turning point Hovannisian liked to speak about, a first time when the
Armenian Genocide too was going to be discussed in an international
academic conference besides the Holocaust. The conference was suppressed
by the Israeli government, Turkish lobby, and those scholars advocating the
uniqueness of the Holocaust. The “crippled conference,” as Hovannisian
called it, took place with half of the original participants who resisted the
suppression. Hovannisian finds it ironic that “the Armenians, the victims of
genocide, had been placed in a position to ‘victimize’ the history making
conference” (note # 72). Hovannisian later collected, edited, and published
the papers as The Armenian Genocide in Perspective (215 pp.) in 1986 with 4
reprints.

Similar pressure was exerted from the same players, Turkish Embassy,
Israeli authorities, and Holocaust survivors who insisted on the uniqueness of
Jewish experience during the planning stage of the Holocaust Museum. The
Armenian National Institute (ANI), “under the auspices of Armenian
Assembly as a research, informational, and educational center,” with Richard
Hovannisian as its chair and Rouben Adalian (his former student) as its
director, had received promises from Michael Birnbaum, the key person in
charge, that the Museum will include exhibits on the Armenian Genocide. The
result was a “bitter disappointment” as the Armenian Genocide was excluded.
Hovannisian finds solace in the fact that nonetheless a conference, under the
auspices of ANI, was organized in 2002 in the Holocaust Museum, and the
collected papers were published in 2003, titled America and the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 (note # 86).

During his entire career, Richard Hovannisian has fought against the
denial of the Armenian Genocide as a scholar, an organizer, an activist,

16 Here, Hovannisian lists the Armenian participants: Set Momjian (appointee of President Jimmy
Carter to the U.S. Holocaust Council), Vigen Guroian, Vahe Oshagan, Marjorie Hovsepian Dobkin,
Vahakn Dadrian, Alen Salerian, Haigaz Grigorian, Leo Hamalian, Richard Hovannisian, and
Vartiter K. Hovannisian (to read Hrair Dekmejian’s paper).
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always paying the price by a heartbreak, loosing cordial relations with
colleagues, jeopardizing his advancement in academia, and even jeopardizing
his reputation. His campaign against Stanford Shaw, UCLA professor of Turkish
history who openly propagated the arguments of Turkish denialism of Armenian
Genocide is just an example as are the years of continuous crusade against major
denialists, Heath Lowry, Justin McCarthy, Bernard Lewis, and the like that were
very active in the denialist camp in the U.S."”

In 1976-1977 Shaw published two volumes titled, History of Ottoman
Empire and Modern Turkey. The falsehood in presenting facts and outright denying
the Genocide caused a great stir among Armenian students at UCLA. Hovannisian
responded by rebutting Shaw’s arguments point by point, writing letters to the
press, and giving speeches at students-organized public rallies. Hiding behind the
idea of academic freedom, Stanford Shaw (born Stanley Shapiro) accused
Hovannisian and the Armenian “terrorists” of harassing him, and unfortunately the
university politics was on his side. Together with his Turkish wife, he continued
his inflammatory campaign casting a shadow on Hovannisian’s reputation in the
Near Eastern Center, hindering his elevation to the rank of director of the Center,
although he did most of the day-to-day work of the center as the Associate Director
(1978-1995), with the directors absent most of the time (note # 69).

The Turkish Government’s active interference in academia, wining and
dining university professors and administrators, financing and initiating the
establishment of endowed Chairs of Ottoman and Turkish history in prestigious
universities went smoothly in Georgetown, Princeton, Harvard, and Portland State.
But at UCLA? In October 1997 Richard Hovannisian, who had already stepped
down from his position as the Associate Director of the Near Eastern Center, found
out about the secret negotiations of Irene Bierman, the new director of Art History,
with the Turkish government and the imminent signing of an agreement between
the Turkish government and the UCLA Foundation to establish an endowed chair
in Turkish history, all expenses paid by the Turkish government. A new crusade
began. Hovannisian notes that his supporters were active and vocal Armenian
students at UCLA and young professors at the History Department who found it
inadmissible to have a foreign government dictate the entire process from the
election of the chair holder to the curriculum. His opponents and the supporters of

17 I remember meeting them and their followers at MESA (Middle Eastern Studies Association)
biennial conferences in the 1980s and 1990s. We the Armenian participants would make sure to
attend their panels and raise annoying questions, and they would come to our sessions, record the
presentations, photograph the panelists, and make attempts at disrupting the session. The
atmosphere was somewhat changed later, as I remember panels on the Armenian Genocide (not the
denial of it) with Turkish scholars participating.
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the Turkish Chair were the older professors under Stanford Shaw’s influence and
the director of the History Department, who was pushing Bierman’s agenda. After
long deliberations at the History Department faculty meeting, the proposal was
defeated by a narrow margin (18 to 17) and the administration was asked to return
the one-million-dollar check Bierman had received from the Turkish Embassy.
Stanford Shaw’s campaign of two decades was foiled, but Richard Hovannisian
received the moniker of “Armenian ultranationalist” and “opponent of academic
freedom” (note #87).

All his life, he remained a target of the deniers of the Armenian Genocide in
academia and in world politics, but he stood strong and battled against denialism,
the distortion of history and the pretended Turkish altruism in saving Armenians
during the massacres and deportation. This latter, a new strategy in Turkish denial
literature, aimed at tilting the scale of the crime through the aggrandizement of
cases of Turks sheltering Armenian victims, and some Armenian intellectuals fell
into that trap.'® His years of experience in genocide studies provided him with the
skill to identify many shades of denialism, the subtle, the nuanced, the attempts at
justification or trivialization, and not so genuine apologetic expressions. He wrote
about them, he spoke, he warned."

Richard Hovannisian’s contribution to the advancement of the study of
genocide has been first in the sphere of teaching the genocide as part of his course
in Modern Armenian History. In that quarter, in the very popular course of
History131c, for the first time, I read and was mesmerized by the erudition of
Professor Vahakn Dadrian and his chapter in our reader titled “Methodological
Components of the Study of Genocide.” The class was introduced to modern
approaches of prominent genocide scholars, historians, and chroniclers of the 1915
Genocide, Arnold Toynbee, Henry Morgenthau, Ahmed Emin, Fridtjof Nansen,
Ulrich Trumpner. William Westerman, even memoirs of Talaat Pasha. And Prof.
Hovannisian led the heated discussions.

In late 1980s, together with Leo Kuper, the reputable genocide scholar,
Richard Hovannisian introduced and taught the course Comparative Study of

18 See Richard G. Hovannisian, "Altruism in the Armenian Genocide of 1915," in Embracing One
Another, ed. by Samuel and Pearl Oliner (New York: New York University Press, 1992) (23 pp.).

19 Three articles for quick reference: "Rewriting History: Beyond Revisionism in the Study of
Armenian-Turkish Relations," Ararat, vol. 19 (Summer, 1978) (10 pp.); "Genocide and Denial: The
Armenian Case," in Toward the Understanding and Prevention of Genocide, ed. by Israel W.
Charny (Boulder and London: Westview Press, 1984) (17 pp.), expanded version in Greek (Athens,
1984) (48 pp.); “Denial of the Armenian Genocide as a Prototype,” in Between Paris and Fresno:
Armenian Studies in Honor of Dickran Kouymjian, ed. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, (Costa Mesa, CA:
Mazda Publishers, 2008), pp. 571-598.
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Genocide in the Division of Honors at UCLA.* He taught that course until
2015, even after retiring from the History Department, then continued his
lectureship on subjects related to genocide at the University of Southern
California (USC) and Chapman University, as a Presidential Fellow, until
2022.

He was a teacher, par excellence, who strove to transmit knowledge of
Armenian history from ancient times to the present, objectively but with a passion
that rose above his lectures, electrified the students, and strengthened their sense of
identity and national pride. His office hours were enchanting opportunities to
discuss and receive cordial advice not only on issues related to the course, but
pertaining the student’s trajectory, career, and professional life.

I was a student. [ was a witness.”'

Appointed by the governor of California in 1982, Hovannisian selflessly
contributed his knowledge and experience in education to the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education for twelve years.

His reputation and authority in the field of Genocide education brought
him to collaborate with Facing History and Ourselves, Inc., the oldest and
most prestigious organization of teaching the Holocaust. He authored the
chapter on the Armenian Genocide to be included in the organization’s
resource book and presented the subject in its numerous workshops and
teacher-training programs throughout the U.S.

In the early 1980s, with George Deukmejian as the Governor of
California, the Armenian National Committee and the Armenian Assembly
were able to persuade the California Department of Education to include in
the upcoming revised Model Curriculum for Human Rights and Genocide and
the History-Social Studies Framework for Public Schools in California the
teaching of the Armenian Genocide as a part of World History in the context
of World War I scheduled for the tenth grade. The Turkish opposition was
vociferous and persisting, and the State Board of Education almost dropped
the project. The Writing Committee—of which I was a member—was
dissolved. But the Armenian lobby was unyielding and kept pressing the
California Board of Education. To save the situation, the Board invited
Professor Richard Hovannisian to write the chapter on the Armenian

20 His article, “The Armenian Genocide,” in Samuel Totten, ed., Teaching about Genocide: Issues,
Approaches and Resources (2004) is a guide to his methods and approach in teaching the Armenian
Genocide in institutions of higher education.

211 was a graduate student in the Armenian section of the Near Eastern Languages and Cultures
Department, but | enthusiastically enrolled in Prof. Hovannisian’s classes fitting them in my heavy
schedule of courses necessary for my M.A. and Ph.D.
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Genocide. The Model Curriculum was finally published in 1988. Hovannisian
was also involved, always assisted by the Armenian National Committee, in
the processes of including the teaching of Armenian Genocide in New York
and Massachusetts’ public schools’ curricula.

Richard Hovannisian was a diligent worker, maintained a heavy
teaching schedule and in the meantime served in high-level committees where
Armenian issues were at stake. One such committee was the “American team
engaging in Soviet-American Symposiums on Ethnic Processes, sponsored by
the International Research and Exchange Commission (IREX),” to which he
was invited in 1985 and took part in many symposiums in Moscow, Kiev,
Princeton, Yerevan, and Los Angeles (note # 74).

Following the Earthquake in Armenia and during the Gharabagh
(Karabagh) Movement, he was a sought for speaker in the U.S. and abroad,
and his articles appeared worldwide to provide historical background and
explanation about what was occurring.”

Richard had long ago sensed the not so friendly atmosphere in the History
Department and the vulnerability of the Armenian section. To this end, he
strove to secure endowment for the Armenian Chair to save it from the whim
of the administrators. Today, we owe the perpetuity of the Armenian History
Chair at UCLA to his vision, his skills in organizing, motivating, and
fundraising. The necessary amount of $500,000 was secured; the reluctant
UCLA leadership was won over, and finally, in 1986 the endowed Chair,
named Armenian Educational Foundation (AEF) Chair of Modern Armenian
History, was established (details in note # 81). In 2011, after several decades
teaching in the History Department, he decided to step down but made sure
that his replacement, instead of a temporary lecturer, as the dean had
suggested attempting to brush off the initial agreement, will be hired as a full-
time tenure-track professor (note # 93). The Chair was later renamed Richard
Hovannisian Chair of Modern Armenian History.

In my academic life I have encountered fine scholars, experts in their
specific field of studies who always kept a distance from the community,
uninterested in community affairs and the problems it faced. They lived in their
ivory tower, as the metaphor goes. Hovannisian was the opposite. He was a scholar
quintessential but also a true activist dedicating his precious time to the betterment
of Armenian life in America, fighting against ethnic discrimination, testifying in

22 He has discussed the Karabagh conflict extensively in his volumes of The Republic of Armenia,
but here are two articles for the sake of quick reference: "The Armeno-Azerbaijani Conflict over
Mountainous Karabagh," Armenian Review, vol. 34:2 (Summer, 1971) (36 pp.); "Mountainous
Karabagh in 1920: An Unresolved Contest," Armenian Review, vol. 46 (1993 [1996]) (36 pp.).
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U.S. and international courts (such as the Permanent Tribunal of the Peoples in the
Senate Chamber in Paris, 1984), governmental platforms, and media in defense of
generations of Genocide survivors some of whom took justice in their hands and
acted in a way unacceptable for the “civilized” society today. About one instance
of this kind he writes, “My ‘professional’ testimony focused the trauma and
frustration of denial of the Armenian Genocide, while cleverly blocking the
attempts of the federal prosecutor to make me admit that as a professor and
community leader I could have counseled .... against violent actions” (note # 79).

Richard Hovannisian was an achiever, but not an ivory tower dweller.
He demanded, he assisted, he guided, he supported his students, his children,
and anyone who needed his help. He took pride of their accomplishments, but
it pained him deeply when they disparaged him. One of such cases was that of
a former student. He sometimes remembered it with fatherly sorrow; he even
mentioned it in one of the notes. But these cases were few and his proud
moments were abundant. He felt “being rewarded for years thereafter when
former students voluntarily would attest to the influence that I and my courses had
in their lives” (note # 57).

Beka Kobakhidze, a Georgian historian, was not one of Richard’s students,
but his life was touched by him.”’ They met in 2013 during a one-week seminar
dedicated to “The First Republic of Georgia,” held at the National Archives of
Georgia.” Kobakhidze and his friends, young and unknown at the time, had been
able to invite well known speakers and Richard Hovannisian was the main one.
“We became friends and after that he stood by my side like a grandfather to a
grandson.” Five years later, Kobakhidze invited him again, this time on the
occasion of the centennial of the Caucasian republics. The inaugural event was a
discussion between Richard Hovannisian and Stephen Jones (Director of Georgian
Program at Harvard) held at Ilia State University and moderated by Kobakhidze
himself. That was followed by a conference on the three republics with the
participation of historians from the three republics. According to Kobakhidze, the
proceedings were collected and published with Richard’s foreword titled
“Unfinished Symphony.” Kobakhidze considers Hovannisian among the very few
major scholars of the South Caucasus republics. “He wrote with a broad regional
and transnational context. Therefore, he wrote about the foreign policy of the first
Republic of Georgia much more than Georgian historians had done until very
recently®.... Yes, we the Georgian historians have to travel Richard’s way. We are

23 Excerpts that follow in quotation marks are taken from an article titled “Remembering Prof.
Richard Hovannisian,” by Beka Kobakidze, published in HAYTERT 2023-07-19.

24 In all 4 volumes of The Republic of Armenia and the volume before them Hovannisian treats the
Caucasus with a broad spectrum when it comes to foreign interventions, Georgian, Armenian, and
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decades late, but we need a similar school of historiography which Richard
founded for Armenians.”

Among the moments of pride and exhilaration highlighted in Hovannisian’s
notes is when his oldest son, Raffi, as the foreign minister of the Republic of
Armenia officiated the raising of the tricolor in New York marking Armenia’s
membership to the U.N. “It was exhilarating to be in New York City on March 2,
1992 (our wedding anniversary), when Armenia was admitted to the United
Nations and Raffi addressed the General Assembly and then raised the tricolor flag
on the U.N Plaza. My college-days fantasy had been realized through my son”
(note # 84).

After years of writing and speaking about the genocide of Armenians, the
concentration camps, and deportation routes, in 1998 he physically stood witness to
the horror during his visit to Deir-ez-Zor from Aleppo, “a highly emotional
pilgrimage” where he experienced the bleak and somber atmosphere, by his own
hands scraped the surface of the dry desert soil and uncovered human bones. “I
took several bones as a remembrance, but then had pangs of conscience and
returned them to the soil, as I did not want to separate them from their loved ones
or companions.” That one experience, he attests, “made indelible impression on
me” (note # 89). Then in 2005 a first visit to Western Armenia with Vartiter and
Turkish scholar Muge Gocek. Among many towns and villages, they visited
Kaspar’s Pasmashen, Siroon’s Keserig, Hovakim Kotcholozian’s Tsitogh. A
second visit to Western Armenia, with the NAASR (National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research) group and his daughter Ani, took him to a full
circle to complete the tour of erstwhile Armenian towns and villages and the killing
fields of the desert, familiar names of concentration camps and deportation routes
he had written and spoken about (note # 94).

An Epilogue
Connecting one more time, here in the finale of this short exposé, to the

transgenerational impact of the Genocide, as expounded in the above-mentioned
monograph I authored, I’d like to reiterate that Richard Hovannisian as a second-

Tatar (later labeled as Azeri) inter-racial and boundary issues, and foreign policies of the three. The
following references are to two of his short articles for quick reading:

1. "Armenian and the Caucasus in the Genesis of the Soviet-Turkish Entente," International Journal
of Middle East Studies, vol. 4 (April 1973) (19 pp.),

2. "Caucasian Armenia between Imperial and Soviet Rule," in Transcaucasia: Nationalism and Social
Change, ed. by R.G. Suny (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Slavic Studies, 1983) (33 pp.), also
published as "Arménie: l'intermede de l'indépendence nationale," Esprit, (April, 1984) (23 pp.).
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generation survivor had felt on his own skin how painful it is to be the child of a
survivor of a great catastrophe. He had suffered and he knew very well that the
suffering would not end with the next generation.” Realization of the true meaning
of difficulties with survivor parents—emotional impediments of resentment,
alienation, and distancing—and the opportunity and the readiness for self-analysis
for direct confrontation with the problem, came to different children at different
times, lasting much longer for some, affecting their character, their behavior, and
even their future career. Richard Hovannisian was able to find the equilibrium he
needed to comfortably navigate his way through a stormy adolescence to a
successful life and career. His inherited memory guided him to dedicate his life and
career to building a monument of remembrance through his academic endeavors, as
well as his activism for international recognition of the Genocide.

He was an esteemed, reputable, and world-renowned scholar awarded with
numerous honors, encyclicals, medals, honorary doctorates, state and federal
commendations, impossible to name them all in this article.”® I wish I could at least
enumerate here all his 41 books and 76 articles published in scholarly journals. I
wish I could talk about all the Armenian Chairs or programs in colleges and
universities throughout the U.S. and scholarly organizations in whose
establishment and leadership he participated with such enthusiasm and efficacy and
all the committees and clubs advancing Armenia culture or political goals in which
he assumed the role of an advisor. Without those would I do justice to his legacy?

To become what he was took more than his self-discipline, objectivity, and
meticulous and selective treatment of the sources. It took more than knowledge he
accumulated through relentless research, intense labor, and perseverance. Perhaps
it was a hidden motivation deep in his sub-conscious, that revealed itself just once
in his youth as a fantasy to represent Armenia in the United Nations, during a visit
to New York as a young AYF-er, turning into an aspiration, a genuine and undying
urge to serve the homeland of his dream.

25 Announcing the birth of his first son, Raffi, to Simon Vratsian, he wrote, “Raffi is growing.... He is
laughing. He does not know what the future has in store for him. He does not yet know that he has
been born into a race in which all children, if they are good, must suffer.” See, Garin K.
Hovannisian, Family of Shadows, p. 84.

26 All the awards and honors he received are listed in Appendix V of the “RGH—ABRIDGED
NOTES.” 1 tried to count them, well over 60 and among them the Guggenheim fellowship, UCLA
Humanities and Metropolitan Museum of Art Awards, medals from the Catholicos of All
Armenians and the Catholicos of the Great house of Cilicia, Lifetime Achievement and Legacy
Awards from Armenian and non-Armenian organizations. And I know that Vartiter was the
custodian of all his memorabilia, meticulously collecting and guarding these “trophies,” recording
his talks, making scrapbooks. Perhaps one day Richard Hovannisian will be rewarded by a
deserving nook in a museum or a museum of his own in Armenia as a physical display of his
legacy.
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Udthnthnid

:h2eM 8N4 NV LhUBWL
(LNBGUREG 9, 1932 - BNRLPU 9, 2023)
Bwpquwuph wnipp W thnpd’ nipniwgpbpne upw Yhwupu nt gnpop

(bniphtw B. ®hpnidtiwu
(Lnu Uuolyjtiu)
‘Pnljppnp

fwuwlh pwntp - Lwyng gbnwuwwuniphiu, wjw-
nbdujuu-hwuwpwlwlwu bt pwnupwwu gnponi-
ubmphu, yundwghunnphty, ghnwdnnny, Zuywunw-
uh Zwupwwbnniphiy, gtinuuwwuwghunnphiu, puuw-
np ywwndniphi, pnippwljut pupng wpwt, nipwugnid:

Uwhp wuuywubh Ep Gt wnhp' gnybunh nt whunuwuph fjuou-
ptiph jnpdwuninh, np nnnntg hwdwgwugn: (thsppn 8n hwuuhubiu-
up wpdwuh Lp wyn wuytiné npniwwnmwuphtu tie wikhu: Gyu jonniwsh
utin uwhdwuutipnid thnpd L wpind ytp hwubnt tpw ptinduwinp
gnpontubniptiit wuwywpwgpbjh wpguuhpp wjwnbdwwu Yhwu-
pnid it hwuwpuwuui, punwpwuu wuwwpbqutipnud:

[thoppnp Sunmity nu hwuwy Ep utnty Guwih$npupugh (Fhykbp
pwnuwpnid b nuumhwpuwynitip glinuuwwuniphiup ytpuypws hop
fuunwpwipny push wwl: (thyppnh hwugntgmphiup wn dpunnp-
nhu owmwpwgnidhg dhustit yhpwnuwpd hwyuuunipbwu, dhustu
wywaqgwjh hp punpwd dwdpwu pugwwmpinid | ghinuuwwunipbiwu
pnnwo b utipunk utipniun thnjuwugniws wqntigniptiudp: Uudfunb-
th £ uwbt wqnbtgniphiup upw wywuquy Yung' dwpnhptiph e ALy~
nniph Lowu Pwjwudtwu dbdwpwuh dwdwuwlh mbuns b wuuwju
Cwjwunwuh Lwupwybinmniptiwu Ytipoht Jupswwybtin Uhdnu dpw-
gtiwuh, np tpwu dntig Uby mwph wuglugubtjnt dbdwpwunid, hwybi-
ntu unynpbijnt b jugnipp nwnt Ypugtiwuh «Cwywunmwuh Lwupw-
whwnniphit» wyfuwwnniphiup Jupnuwint hp mbushu: “bw ywhwnh qo6kp
upw Yhwiph dwdpwu. twju® nhpuybnbn yundwghunmpbhwi
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wptitdnbiwt dbpnnupwuniptiutt nt uljqpniuputipht, jnng® gnponi-
ubnipbwu wiwnid, untin Swgnponiphtu:

«Armenia on the Road to Independence» (Lwjwunwup wuluwfuni-
ptwt dwuwwwphht)' hpwnwpwynws 1967 p., hp pnpunpulju
wiwpunwdwnu Ep, nphtu quuwquwu Gpyputiph wpfuhtutipnid tplu-
npwubtiwg thumnmnwnniphg nt mpuwowtu wyfuwwnwuphg jtinny htimtittighu
snpu hwwnpubipp (1971-1996)° «The Republic of Armenia» (Cwjwunwiuh
Cwupwwbnniphiu)” 2177 punhwunip Lywpwuwlny, pwpguwuniws
hwjtiptuh, nniutipbuh e ywpuytipbuh wdpnnoniptiwudp Jud dwuwdp:

(*hsppn 8nyhwuuhubiwuh dninpp wwnbdwjuu wuwyuwpbq wnb-
nh niutigur 1960 p., tpp hpwihpnitig ywwndniphtut npuuwjuoubint
Lwhdnpuhuwyh  hwdwjuwpwunid (UCLA): (It uljutig upw ybtptypp dhu-
stit thnndtiunph wunmhdwu i UCLA-h dtpdwinpupbith twu Yhunnpn-
uh thnjunuopkbu: Lwjuwouwniwy L upw wunbdwljuwu gnponiubniphi-
up: Luyng wwudnipbwt nuwuwfuou kp' uhpniws, puyg fuunwuww-
hwug, np wphupunid Lp, hyyupunniphiu ubippusnid i wqquyhu hup-
uniphtu wdpuwunnud: Wug)tiptu nuuwgpph puguuynipghiup un tig
upwu Juquwibtpwbng, utwhiwgdtint ti hpuwihpbint hipwpwuship
opowth dwutwgbnht' Yuqutynt «The Armenian People from Ancient to
Modern Times» (Cwy dnnnynpnh wuwwndnipghtu. hht dwdwuwlutiphg dhu-
stiv dtip optipnp) tpyhwwnnptiwyp, np | nyu mbuw 1997 p.:

bp htnwwnbuniptiwut nt unthpnidht Gup yuwpunwuwu hwyng
pwiwinp wwudnipbwt nuwupupwgutph’  hwdwjuwpuind  hwu-
nwwndwu b ntuwunnutiph dhongny Lwyng glinwuwwuniphiup 4b-
puypwodtiph hwquwphg witih hwpgugpnjgutiph jugdwytipuydwy
hwdwp: “tpwup wyuop Lwpuiwihtu Lwhdnpuhwih hwdwjuwpwuh
(USC) «Shoah Foundation»-h wpfupiutipnid Gu’ hp huly huynnniptwdp
nuwuwluwngniwo, huntipuwinpniws i hwuwut h wdpnno wpfuwphnid:

(thsppn 8nd hwuuhutiwup Jupnnugut hwdwjuwpwuh hp nhppu
nt hbtinhutwiniphtup h uywu nubl], hwdwjuwpwuh hndwuwinpni-
pltwdp tr thipwljwu jumjugniuny ghnwdnnnyubip Juquwlbput,
hipwpwushipp' Uptindntiwu Lwjwunwuh punwpubphg ni twhwug-
utiphg Juu Oudwubtiwu Juwyupnipbiwu hwjwywwnm Jwyptiphg dbyhu
unthpniwo: Uyw wyn 15 ghwnwdnnnyutiph qbynigutipp wmpuwowu
wyluwwnmwipny hunwpbg, judpugptg @ hpunwpuybg' winwhuny
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juthnbtwlwuwgubnd hwy dnnnynpnh pujtipuht, punwpwlwu ni
wwnipwihtu Jtwupp hp hwyptiuhpnid, npntin wyuop hwy sh wwpned:

(thsppnp 8ny hwuuhutiwup hptit glinuwuwwuwgbwn skp hwdw-
pnud, puyg wpblg wibjht® ny Jhwyu puwtwinp yuwndmpbwt hp tw-
fuwdbtnunptiwdp, wy twbtit Cwyng ghinuwuwwunptwu ptdwny hp
jonpniwoutinny, Juquwltpywos qhwmwdnnndutipny G hpuwwnmwpw-
Juwo uhiptipny: Lpw Yhwupp nupdwr Jwupniutwjujut ywjpwp pnip-
pwlwu b pnipph pwpngswuu dtpbuwihu [6nitws «ywndwpwuub-
nh» nipugdwtu nbud: ‘Unjuhul Jupnnuwuguwt dwjunnbiguti pnipp Ju-
nwywpnpbwt thipwlui dhongutipny gptipt’ hpuwuniphtua nwup-
dwd pnippwlwu wdphnuh hwunmwwmnidp UCLA-niud: hulj hupp dhpwn
duwg nipugnnutiph pouwdwuph nt htiphipwuph phpwtu:

(*hsppn 8nyhwuuhutiwmup tipptip syunpnitig hwdwjuph Yhwuphg,
ndniwupniphiuutiphg nt tpw mwpwoé ywypwphg punnbd wdtphlybwu
hwuwpwlwlwu Jhwupnid bGpplidu pwguwywynninn  puguwuwuu
tptinyputinh: Ophtwl’ wpwohtt wuqud WUL-mu Lwyng ghinuuuww-
unipbliwt jnupwpdwih Juuqubgdwu pupwugpnid’ ntn 1960-wljwuub-
nhtu, wdtiphytwu i dhowqquyht nuunwpwuubpnd e jpunniwudh-
ongutinnid h pwh Lwy ‘twwnh wuwjpwph nt Luyng glinuuwwunipbwu
hwdw)fuwphwht dwuwsdwu hp mmws Y Juyniphiuutipny, WWu-h
yhnwlwu nupngutipnid Lwyng ghinuuwwunipbiwtu puuwiwundwu
ogwht, punnbd pnippwljutu pwpnquppuihu hp wywuwlwhg dwu-
awlgniptiwdp... tr gwulp tpluwn L:

Yupbh s by jonpnwomd hwdwwwpthwl putwpyly upuw puqg-
dwpht hpuwwnwpuymphiuubpp®  dbuwgpniphiautp, hwiwpwbdnubp,
jonniwoutin ghnwlwu wwpptipwwuutpnud, gpnijuutip ghnwuwu
hpwwnwpwyniphituutipnd, Jud jhptp tpw unwgwoé pninp guwhw-
wnwghpubtipp, ppwupwuutint nt ywpgbitubpp ud wyu wqntgniphi-
up, np nitubigur uthhinpwhwy ubipniunutiph wqquiht puuUMhwpw-
Yniptiwu gnponid: Wn wdbup hp Yhwupu Lp, hp Eniphiup, hul tygw-
wnwlp’ Swowyly hp juntipd tpuqus hwptuhpht, nph Ybpkpny
hywpunwguwt nit guitipny munwwtig:
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Pesome

PUYAPT OBAHHUCSHH (9 HOABPA 1932 r. - 9 UIOJIA 2023 1)

I[aHb YBaAXXCHUA U IIOIIBITKA KPATKOT'O OYCPKa €ro )KU3HU U TBOPUYCCTBA

Py6una b. [Tupymsia
(Jloc-Anoorcenec)

Lloxmop

KurwoueBble cjoBa - ['eHouua apMsiH, HAyIHO-OOIECTBEH-
Hasl ¥ IIOJIMTHYECKas AEATEIbHOCTh, McTOpHorpadus, KoHpepeH-
uust, PecyOinka ApMeHHs, TeHOLUIOBEJCHUE, YCTHAs HCTOPHS,
TypelKas ponaraHAuCTCKas KaMIaHus, OTpUIAHUE.

CMmepTh ObLTa HEOKMIAHHON U BBI3Baa TIOTOK CJIOB MTOXBAJBI U COXKAJICHHUA,
3axnectHyBIIMN HWHTepHer. Puuapn OBaHHHUCSH 3acoy W 3Ty HCKPEHHION
oxBasly U Aaxe Oojbuie. [IpuHrMas BO BHUMaHHE OIPaHUYEHHBIA 00bEM JTaHHOU
CTaTbld, HAMHU NPEANPUHATA TIONBITKA OCBETUTh HEOOBSITHBIE IUIOJIBI €ro
IUIOIOTBOPHON JICATENBHOCTH B aKaJeMHYECKOH JKM3HHM, Ha OOILECTBEHHOH H
MOJUTUYECKON apeHe.

Puuapn poamsics u Beipoc B ropoae Tymneitp (Tulare), mrar Kanudopaus,
[IOJl CTPOTMM HaJ30pOM CBOETO OTLA, MEpeKUBILEro reHouun. IIporuBoneiicteue
Puuapna sToii atmMocdepe, ero oT4yXKAEHHE U BO3BpALICHHE K apMIHCKOMY, K
n30paHHOMY MM TIIyTH B OyaylieM, OOBSACHSIETCS BIMSHUEM, OCTaBICHHBIM
TEHOLUIOM U IEPEelaBIIMMCS U3 IIOKOJIEHUs B IokoneHue. Heocopumo BiusHue
ero Oyaymeit »xeHel Bapautep, a Ttakxke Cumona BparsHa, BpeMEHHOTO
pykoBoautens oeripyrckoi cemunapun Hman IlananusiH n mocnenHero npemsep-
MHHHCTpa HE3aBUCHUMOW PecmyOnmkn ApMeHHS, KOTOPBIH MOATOJNKHYJ €ro
MIPOBECTH T'OJ] B CEMUHAPUH, YTOOBI BEIYYUTh apMSIHCKUHN A3BIK M NPOYUTATH TPYA
Bpansna «PecmyOiuka Apmenusi». Bc€ 310 momkHO OBIIO 0003HAYUTH
JaIbHEHIINNA MyTh €ro >KU3HU: CHayajlla OCBOEHHE 3alajHONd METOAOJNOTHH U
IOPUHLUIIOB HCTOpUOrpaduy, 3aTeM paa3BEpPThIBAHUE €ro JEesTEIbHOCTH H
TBOPYECTBA.

Tpyn «Armenia on the Road to Independence» («ApMeHHs Ha ImyTH K
HE3aBHCUMOCTW»), OMyONMKOBaHHBIA B 1967 T., cTam ero JOKTOPCKOi
JUccepTalnyen, 3a KOTOPOM MOcie JOJATMX HCCIEIOBAaHWN M yIMOPHOH paboThl B
apxXMBax pa3HBIX CTpaH mocienoBanu 4yeteipe Toma (1971-1996) ero tpyna «The
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Republic of Armenia» («Pecrmybnamka Apmenus»), obmmm oO0bemom 2177
CTpaHML, MEPEBEACHHOIO  HAa AapMSIHCKUH, PYCCKMH M NEPCUIACKHH S3bIKH
MIOJIHOCTBIO MJIN YAaCTUYHO.

Puuapn OBaHHUCSH BBIIIEN Ha akaJeMH4yecKkyro apeHy B 1960 r., korna ero
MPUTTIACHIM YHUTaTh JIeKUUMM 1o ucrtopun B KamudopHuiickom yHuBepcurere
(UCLA). 1 navanoch ero BOCXOXKACHHE J0 3BaHHS Hpodeccopa U 3aMeCTHTENS
nupekTopa bmmkHeBocTouHOro neHTpa Kamngopuuiickoro yausepcurera B Jloc-
Anmxenece. Ero HayuyHas nmesarensHOCTh oOmmpHa. OH OBIT MperogaBaTelieM
HUCTOpUH ApMEHHH, MOMYJISIPHBIM, HO CTPOTHM, KOTOPBIH BHYIIAJd TOPJAOCTh U
YKPEIUISUT HAMOHAIBHYI0 MACHTUYHOCTh. OTCyTCTBHE Y4eOHHMKA Ha aHIJIHMHCKOM
nmoOyAWI0 €ro OpraHu30BaTh, IUIAHUPOATh M IPUITACHTH CIEHUAINCTOB I10
KaXKI0My nepuofy ais coctaBieHus KHUru «The Armenian People from Ancient
to Modern Times» («ApPMSHCKHI Hapoj C APEBHEHINMUX BPEMEH JO HAaIIHX
IHe») (B 2-X Tomax), BbIIe el B cBeT B 1997 1.

B cBsi3u ¢ yupekaeHHeM B YHUBEPCUTETE KYPCOB YCTHOM HCTOpUU APMEHUHU
U OpraHu3aledl MHTEPBbIO C 00JIee THICSIUBIO apMsH, MEPEKMUBIIUX | €HOIM, MBI
00513aHBl €r0 JATbHOBUJHOCTH M CaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTH. B 3TOM emy okazaiu
IIOMOIIb TAaKKe CTyAEHTHl. CerogHsi 3TH pacCceKpeueHHbIE, IPOMHICKCUPOBAaHHbIE
MoJ ero HaONIOJCHUEM W AOCTYIHBIC [0 BCEMY MHUPY MaTephallbl HAXOISTCS B
apxuBax «®onna Hloa» nmpu yausepcurete Oxuo# Kanmudopuuu (USC).

Pruyapn OBaHHHMCSH CMOI IOCTaBUTh CBOE IIOJIOKEHHE M aBTOPUTET Ha
ciIy’)k0y yHHBEPCUTETy, TMOJA TMaTpOHaXeM M (HUHAHCOBBIMH CpPEACTBAMH
YHHMBEPCUTETA OPTaHU30BaTh KOH(PEPEHIINHU, KaKIas U3 KOTOPHIX ObUIa MOCBSILEHA
OJTHOMY M3 TOpPOAOB W TyOepHUil 3amagHod ApMEHHH WM apMSHOHACEICHHBIM
Mectam OcMaHCKOW UMIIepud. 3aTeM OH KPOIOTIHMBO coOpajl, OTPEAaKTUPOBA H
OIyONMMKOBAJI OTYETHI JATHX 15 KOH(pEpeHInH, YBEKOBEYHMB TEM CaMbIM
OOILIECTBEHHYIO, MOJMTHYECKYI0 M KyJIbTYPHYIO XH3Hb apMsSHCKOrO Hapojaa Ha
CBOEH MCTOPUYECKOH POJHHE, TI€ CETOAHS OONbIIEC HET apMsH.

Puuapn OBanHucsH He cumTtan cebs uccienopareneM ['eHonmaa apMsH, HO
OH czenan Oonblie, He TONBKO Oyaronaps cBoel MHUIMATHBE 110 YCTHOH UCTOPHH,
HO M CBOMMHM CTaThbSIMH, OpraHu3anuei KoHdepeHInH W myOnaukanuel craTeil o
I'enomune apmsa. Ero xu3Hp mpeBpaTWiiack B HEINPEPBIBHYIO OOpHOY IMPOTHUB
«GaNpsDKEHHBIX»  TYPELKOW  MPONaraHIMCTCKOM  MAalIMHOM  Typeukux H
HHOCTPaHHBIX «HUCTOPHMKOB» - oOTpuuareied. EMy naxe ynajock IOMeEIIAaTh
cozfanuio Typeukoi kagenpsl B Kamupopuuiickom yausepcurere UCLA B Jloc-
Anmxenece, 4YTO IIOYTH CTaja PEAJbHOCTbIO IpU (PUHAHCOBOH  IOAICPKKE
TYpELKOTo MpaBUTENbCTBA. M OH Bceraa ocraBajsicsi 0OBEKTOM BPa)IeOHOCTH H
KJICBETHI JIML, OTpULAIOMMX | eHom g apMsiH.
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Puyapn OBaHHHCSAH HHKOTZ@ HE OTPBIBAJCS OT KH3HH OOIIECTBa, €ro
TPYIJHOCTEH ¥ TIOBCEMECTHOW OOpHOBI C HETaTWBHBIMH SBJICHUSMH, KOTOPBIE
WHOT/Ia BO3HUKAIM B aMEPUKAHCKOH o0OmecTBeHHON Xu3HW. Hampumep, npwu
Bo3BeJeHUM NaMmsTHUKAa [eHoumay apmsH B CUIA, eme B 1960-x rogax, oH
CBOWIMH TTOKa3aHUSIMU B aMEPHKAHCKHX W MEXIyHApOIHBIX CyJlaX M B CPEACTBaxX
MaccoBod MH(OpMAIMU B TMOJIB3Y pelieHUss APMSHCKOTO BOIPOCa U MHPOBOTO
npusHanus ~ [eHommuma  apMmsH, mpenojaBaHus [ eHOIMIa  apMsH B
rocynapctBeHHBIX ImKonax CIIIA, 3HauWTEIBHBIM YydYacTHEM B OOphOE IIPOTHB
TYPEUKOH MPOHarausl ... ¥ 3TOT CHUCOK MOKHO IIPOI0JIKATH OECKOHEYHO.

B pamkax omHOW CTaTbl HEBO3MOXKHO BCECTOPOHHE AHAIM3HPOBATH €T0
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE ITyOJMKaluu: MOHOTrpaduu, COOPHHKH, CTaThH B HAy4YHOMH
MIEPHOJMKE, TIaBbl B HAYYHBIX M3aHHUSX, BCIOMHUThH BCE IOJIYYCHHBIC HArPaJIbl,
MCcOalii, WJIW TO BJIMUAHHUE, KOTOPOEC OH OKa3bIBaJl Ha IIOKOJICHHA apMHHCKOﬁ
JMACIOPBbI B Jiejie HAIlMOHAJIbHO OPHEHTHPOBAHHOTO oOpa3zoBaHus. Bce 310 ObLIO
€ro KH3HBIO, €r0 CYIIHOCThIO, M €ro IIeNbl0 OBLJIO CIYyXEHHE CBOEH BEYHO
MeuTaeMoi PonyHe, BO3BEHITIICHHEM KOTOPOW OH TOPAWIICS W OT OOJed KOTOpOW
CTpaja.
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